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Michigan Works! for People Annual Conference

The 2008 Michigan Works! for People Annual Conference was held in Detroit for the first 

time in nearly a decade and boasted attendance of nearly 800 workforce development 

professionals. 

In an effort to highlight the historical city and celebrate partnerships and collaboration, par-

ticipants had the opportunity to attend a reception at the newly renovated Detroit Institute of 

Arts (DIA). As attendees entered the DIA they were greeted with a performance by Detroit’s 

own Martin Luther King High School marching band. Nearly half of those registered for the          

Conference were present.  

The Conference theme, Partners in Excellence, was demonstrated throughout this           

educational forum and networking event. Local, state and national partners participated in 

Michigan’s largest workforce development Conference and this annual event received record 

support in terms of sponsorship and exhibitor presence.

Stedman Graham, Chairman and CEO of S. Graham & Associates opened the Conference 

with a thought-provoking, leadership focused keynote address. Graham’s address provided 

attendees with insight on how to understand who they are, information on how to develop 

a vision for their lives, and a continuous approach for growth, learning and maximizing 

personal and professional potential.

Jason Dorsey, often referred to as ‘The Gen Y Guy™’, provided the closing keynote           

address and extensive and helpful insight on Generation Y. He focused primarily on what            

Generation Y covets at work, and why. He also revealed specific actions and approaches 

that business professionals could immediately adopt to unlock the talent, loyalty, and 

teamwork of the emerging workforce. As confirmation to outstanding keynote presentations, 

numerous requests to bring Dorsey and Graham back to Michigan were made immediately 

following the event.

“…boasted attendance of nearly 800 
workforce development professionals.”

Michigan Works! for People Annual Conference
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Funding for the Michigan Works! Association comes from several 

sources allowing for the provision of membership support, training, 

and related services.

Michigan Works! Association Funding

Membership  13% 

Capacity Building/Professional Development  42% 

Training/Conference Revenue  18% 

Projects/Other Contracts  27% 



132008 Michigan Works! Association Annual Report

The Michigan Works! Association Board of Directors is comprised of private sector employers, local elected officials, and Michigan Works! 

Agency directors in its voting membership. Elections for  available seats occur at the Annual Meeting, held during the Michigan Works! for 

People Annual Conference. 

Michigan Works! Association staff are committed to excellence and support the Association’s membership through various duties,            

coordination and other related projects.

Board Members and Association Staff

Chairperson

William Stanek 
Michigan Works! West Central

First Vice President

Willard Carne 
Michigan Works! The Job Force Board/      
Six County Employment Alliance 

Second Vice President

Cheryl Clark 
ThumbWorks!, A Michigan Works! Agency

Secretary

Robert Straits 
Director 
Kalamazoo/St. Joseph Michigan Works!

Treasurer

Christine Quinn 
President                                             
South Central Michigan Works!

Member-at-Large

Todd Gustafson 
Director                                                  
Michigan Works! 
Berrien-Cass-Van Buren

Designated Members

Dr. Lynne Haley 
Calhoun Intermediate School District  
Michigan Works!

Dave Herrala 
Saginaw Midland Bay Michigan Works! 

Charlie Mahoney 
Southeast Michigan Community Alliance 
(SEMCA) Michigan Works!

Richard Timmer 
Eastern Upper Peninsula Michigan Works! 

Association Staff

Luann Dunsford 
Chief Executive Officer

Karen Anderson 
Chief Operating Officer

Anisa Mazuca 
Chief Administrative Officer 

Lori Dalton 
Professional Development Coordinator

Malorie Kersten 
Public Relations Coordinator

Colleen Bethea 
Logistics Coordinator

Jennifer Andrews 
Administrative Assistant


